
 
Lifelong learning in  

the Republic of Macedonia 
Education in Macedonia: 
 
 - The current educational system was first organized when it was a part of the Yugoslav federation 

 - In a process of a slow transformation and improvement to satisfy the needs of the country’s developing    

economic and democratic political systems 

 - The country’s  status of EU candidate country as a stimulus 

 - It is based on the lifelong learning concept 

The educational system in Macedonia: 

- voluntary early childhood education 

- nine – year compulsory primary education 

- secondary general or vocational education 

- Higher education 

- Adult education  
 

 
 
  
 
 
 



1. Basic information on the situation in implementation of lifelong learning – facts and figures 

 
a) Participation in Adult education and Training: 

- Drastic decline in the number of schools and participants of formal primary adult education 

 Year  Schools  Students 

 1996/97  17  1127 

 2003/04  13  548 

- Increasing participation in formal adult secondary education 

 Year  Students 

 1996/97  1621 

 2003/04  2762 

- Low participation in non-formal adult education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
b) Key issues in the provision of the adult education and training: 
 

 Lack of a regulated system of adult education 

 Lack of learning culture 

 Low motivation of employers for providing education and training opportunities 

 

2. Various incentives supporting participation in LL  

 National Strategy for development of Education 2005 – 2015 

 Law on Adult Education 2008 

 Founding of the Adult Education Centre 2008 

 Adult Education Strategy 2010 – 2015  

 

 



3. Good examples of successful initiatives 

- Lifelong Learning Festivals 2002 – 2011 

 Initiative 

 Organizers / Patrons / Supporters  

 Concept 

 Target groups 

 

- Completion of formal secondary vocational adult education in the municipality of Aracinovo 

 Initiated and financed by the Macedonian Government  

 120 adults attend 2 year program for completion of 4 –year secondary vocational education in 

trade and economics 

 

 



 
 

Thank you for your attention! 
 

Biljana Mojsovska – dvv international office Skopje 
Bardhyl Tushi – Ministry of Education and Science  

of the Republic of Macedonia 


